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and Mr. Matsuoka (Japan), together with the representatives of
Venezuela, Canada, and Lithuania. At the end of this sitting, the
President took a vote on the draft report, by roll-call, with the
following results. The number of states voting was 44. The number
of votes cast in favour of the report was 42. The 42 affirmative votes
included those of all the twelve members of the Council other than
the two parties to the dispute. They also included the vote of one
of the two parties to the dispute, namely China. The discrepancy
between the total number of votes cast and the number of votes in
the affirmative was accounted for by the abstention of Siam from
voting, and by an adverse vote from one of the two parties, namely
Japan. The Japanese vote was thus the sole adverse vote that was
cast. By the terms of Article 15 of the Covenant, the votes of the
parties did not count in deciding the question of unanimity; and, in
the Assembly, unanimity meant a unanimous vote of the states
represented on the Council and a majority of the other states repre-
sented in the Assembly, while a state which abstained from voting
was regarded, under the rules of procedure, as not being present.
Accordingly, the President was able to declare the report unanimously
adopted.
The morning's proceedings closed with a declaration from Mr.
Matsuoka on behalf of the Japanese Government, which contained
the following significant passages:
It is a source of profound regret and disappointment to the Japanese
delegation and to the Japanese Government that the draft report
has now been adopted by this Assembly. . . .
The Japanese Government now finds itself compelled to conclude
that Japan and the other Members of the League entertain different
views on the manner of achieving peace in the Far East, and the
Japanese Government is obliged to feel that it has now reached the
limit of its endeavours to co-operate with the League of Nations in
regard to the Sino-Japanese differences.
Thereupon the Japanese delegation withdrew.
At a further sitting, on the same afternoon, the Assembly went on
to adopt a draft resolution, submitted by the Committee of Nineteen,
in the following terms:
Whereas, in virtue of Article 3, paragraph 3, of the Covenant, the
Assembly may deal at its meetings with any matter affecting the peace
of the World, and therefore cannot regard with indifference the develop-
ment of the Sino-Japanese dispute;
And whereas, according to Part IV, Section III, of the report adopted
by the Assembly in virtue of Article 15, paragraph 4, the Members of
the League 'intend to abstain from taking any isolated action with
regard to the situation in Manchuria and to continue to concert their